
UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
REGION IX .

. 75 Hawthorne Street
San Francisco, CA 94105·3901

SEP 2 9 ~
Dorothy Rice
Executive Director
California State Water Resources Control Board
P.O. Box 100
Sacramento, CA 95812-0100

Dear Ms. Rice:

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has completed a review of those
portions of the amendment to the Water Quality Control Plan for the San Francisco Bay
Region (the Basin Plan), adopted under Resolution No. R2-2007-0010, that revise
freshwater water quality objectives for mercury in Walker Creek and Soulajule Reservoir,
and all freshwater tributary waters to Walker Creek and Soulajule Reservoir. The
amendment vacates an existing freshwater water quality objective and establishes two
site-specific freshwater water quality objectives in fish tissue for the protection of aquatic
organisms and wildlife; the objectives also protect humans who consume fish from the
water bodies. I am pleased to inform you we are approving these portions of the
amendment, subject to completion of the Endangered Species Act (ESA) section 7(a)(2)
consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (U.S. FWS) and the National Marine
Fisheries Service (NMFS) (collectively, the Services).

The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, San Francisco Bay
Region, (Regional Board) adoptedthe amendment under Resolution R2-2007-00100n
January 23,2007. The California State Water Resources Control Board (State Board)
approved the amendment on July 15, 2008 under Resolution No. 2008-0055, and the
California Office of Administrative Law (OAL) approved the amendment on September
11,2008. EPA received the State's Record of Adoption and request for approval on
August 5,2008, and the OAL's approval letter on September 18, 2008. The water quality
objective revisions in the amendment were adopted in conjunction with Total Maximum
Daily Loads (TMDLs) for the control of mercury in Walker Creek and Soulajule
Reservoir. By this letter, EPA is approving the water quality objective revisions within
Regional Board Resolution No. R2-2007-0010. We are addressing the TMDLs in
separate correspondence. .

The Amendment

Regional Board Resolution No. R2-2007-0010 amends the Basin Plan to vacate
the existing freshwater aquatic life and human health water column water quality
objective of 0.025 ug/l total mercury as a 4-day average, and adopts two new freshwater
mercury water quality objectives in fish tissue, for freshwaters of Walker Creek,
Soulajule Reservoir, and all freshwater tributary waters to Walker Creek and Soulajule
Reservoir. The new objectives for the protection of aquatic organisms and wildlife are:
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